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Emergent Literacy 
	

	


               http://emergentlit.wikispaces.com 

Why Literacy  
for Children With 
Rett Syndrome? 
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Why Literacy? 

•  Means of building communication!!!!!! 

•  Lays fundamental foundation for later 
conventional reading and writing 

And……….. 

            Because everyone else is……… 

 
    
 
   Are they really that different??? 
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We need an 
effective model! 

Can’t just move the four block model down 
Don’t push first grade into kindergarten or 

preschool 
And please don’t teach colors and do 

worksheets! 

Building Blocks 
Model 

By:  Dorothy P. Hall, Elaine Williams and 
Patricia M. Cunningham 
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Building Blocks vs. Four Block 
•  Language Based!!  

•  Developmentally appropriate – NOT AGE 
DEPENDENT 

•  Fits into “short attention span” type of 
schedule 

 
•  Builds a strong foundation for literacy 

learning 

•  Alternative to worksheets & memorization 

What Are the 
Building Blocks? 
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Block #1 
*Learn that reading is enjoyable and informative 
*Develop a desire to learn to read and write 
 

Block #2 
*Learn many new concepts 
*Add words and meaning to their vocabulary 
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Block #3 
*LEARN PRINT CONCEPTS: 

*how to read from left to right 
*how to read from top to bottom 
*picture vs. print 

 

Block #4 
*Develop phonemic awareness - 
  it is the oral before the written (phonics) 

*Develop the concept of rhyme 
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Block #5 
*Children learn to read and write some words 

that are interesting to them! 
   

 
 

Block #6 
*Children learn some letter names and sounds 
 associated with interesting words they’ve 
learned 
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Block #1 
*Learn that reading is enjoyable and informative 
*Develop a desire to learn to read and write 
 

 

   “No activity does more than reading 
aloud to prepare a child for success 
in school.”                                                         

     Cullinan (1993) 
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Relationship is Key 
	

	


*Move children from playful interaction      
 into engagement around literacy 
 based activities and back again 
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Ability to request 
favorites! 

*Typical learners request the same book up to 200 times 
*Repetition builds confidence in predicting, inferring 
*Repetition builds child’s ability to “memorize” read 
*Ways to communicate preference need to be built into the 

day 
*Start with child’s interest and move out from there 
*Read their subtle cues that indicate interest or 

preference 
 

Repeated Readings 
are Key! 

Layer in the learning: 

*Child gets more “conversational” about the story 

*Child gets familiar with augmentative overlays 

*Child learns the vocabulary of the story 

*Allows for the building of concepts 

*Repetition builds confidence as a “reader” 

*Not age dependent!! 
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www.adaptedstories.com 
 

Increase engagement and reciprocity with pull-off props 
 

For Older Emergent Kiddos: 
 
http://www.adaptedstories.com/index.cfm 

 
Add in talker to give voice to the communication 
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Pictures & Props 
 

*Point out simple text - don’t just read 
pictures 

*Support concepts/vocabulary with visuals 

*Map the language onto the symbols (picture 
aided language  stimulation 

*Physical manipulation of props = engagement  

*“In your face” (DeBaun) communication 

Need Ways to 
Initiate Interaction 

 
*Overlays for choices of activities 

*Overlays for comments - FUN ONES! 

*Regulating comments - turn the page, act it out  

*Integrate feelings and opinions 

*Integrate regulating symbols for behavior 
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                Opinions:  not just choices!!! 

               Computer Options on the Wiki  

       Powerpoints 
    Inexpensive                             

 Options 
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P.King-DeBaun,2011	


This is a website where you create your own switch or 
touch sensitive apps! 
 
Available Jan. 2012 
	  

P.King-DeBaun,2011 

Create your own switch or touch sensitive apps!	
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P.King-DeBaun,2007	


  Books For Those “Tweeners” 

P.King-DeBaun,2007	


       Apps for Young Kiddos – Switch Accessible 
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My Story App for iPad 

http://www.redjumper.net/bookcreator/ 

Book Creator 
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Block #4 
*Develop phonemic awareness - 
              it is the oral before the written 

*Develop the concept of rhyme 
 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
*Important precursor to learning to read (Yapp 
1992) 

*Use of children’s literature that focuses on 
sound play - Effective (Griffith & Olson 1992) 

*The Reading Teacher (Vol. 51, No. 6) 
“Children’s Books to Develop Phonemic 
Awareness 

*It is the awareness that words are composed 
of sounds 
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Phonemic Awareness 

*Only 40-50% of children come to school with     
 sufficient phonemic awareness (Cunningham & 
 Allington (1995,2000) 

*This statistic is for typical children - imagine 
 the %  for children with special needs…
 those that are  non-verbal? 

 

A child with good phonemic 
awareness knows……. 

*when words start alike…..mommy starts like 
Molly 

*when words rhyme…..Jill and hill 

*when words are big or small….cat vs. 
elephant 

*if words have a lot of letters or just a few 

*how to segment words……c-a-t         M-ike 

*how to play with words…..Mandy, handy, 
dandy 
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Nursery rhymes are the “bees 
knees” 

*how well a child knows NURSERY RHYMES 
 is a  predictor of reading success 

*builds a fundamental sense of rhyme and 
 rhythm 

*do a search for “webbing into literacy” - 
 website devoted to free downloads of 
 nursery rhymes and support materials 

 

We need to imprint the rhyming for children who 
are non-verbal, apraxic, less verbal 

•  They didn’t babble 
•  They didn’t play rhyming games out loud 
•  they didn’t experiment with words, jokes 
•  They can’t readily imitate with their body 

•  So we need to do it for them!!! 
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Computer Options on the Wiki  
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WEBSITES TO SUPPORT 
SOUNDS + LETTERS 
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    focusedlearningsolutions.com 


