Susan H. Norwell & Associates, Inc.

2434 Palazzo Ct.

Buffalo Grove, Illinois  60089

847-767-6507

              norteach1@mac.com
                   Play for Children with Autism and Severe Disabilities

Okay! Okay!  I know play is important.  I know it’s the “work” of preschoolers.  But the kids in my class CAN’T PLAY!!  They just wander and twiddle.  This workshop is designed to help you play with children with limited expressive language, poor motor planning skills, limited physical abilities, difficulties with interaction and/or poor organizational skills.   Participants will gain a basic understanding of Drs. Greenspan and Weider’s Developmental Stages of play and the concepts of affective engagement and floortime.  Thematic based Play Mats will be demonstrated through the use of extensive video to teach participants the HOW of play.  


The materials fee of $30 includes a Play Mat Kit complete with a Velcro sensitive mat and a CD containing all the needed communication symbols and a complete instruction manual.  Extensive video and discussion will demonstrate use of Augmentative Communication and Floortime techniques in a classroom setting, with a small group, and in a one to one setting.  Afraid to play – come and join us for a lively, fun-filled day that will leave you with renewed faith in the wonders and necessity of play for all children no matter how significant their disability.
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Learning Objectives:

Strategies will be presented to give participants the ability to:

1)
understand the importance of play for all children

2)
develop play skills in the classroom or clinical setting

3)
engage children in an affectvely charged environment

4)
utilize communication symbols to create play communication opportunities, support ideation and sequence in play

5)
layer the use of communication symbols based on a child’s


developmental level

6)
write play based goals and objectives that are measurable

7)
understand how to utilize the Play Mat Kit in order to maximize


success upon returning back to the classroom

8)
understand how to use regulation communication symbols to


help children use communication versus behavior

9)
increase children’s ability to interact and stay related with their peers

10)
change circle time so it is truly interactive for all children and FUN!!

Email norteach1@mac.com for workshop fee strucure.  $30 material fee for each playmat in addition to workshop fees (two day) that includes color copying and laminating for each participant.
